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Abstract:

This study aimed to conduct a comparative analysis of the perspectives of Plato and Max Weber
regarding the nature of authority and mechanisms of social control, by examining the philosophical
and sociological foundations underlying each model, and identifying points of convergence and
divergence within the context of historical and intellectual transformations. In response to the nature
of the study, it adopted the qualitative content analysis methodology as its main analytical framework.
The core texts analyzed included The Republic, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, and
Economy and Society. A set of methodological tools was employed, including conceptual analysis to
extract key concepts, systematic comparison to identify similarities and differences, synthetic
inference to construct an interpretive model, and critical projection to assess the applicability of the
findings to contemporary contexts. The study found that Plato’s model is based on internal control
grounded in wisdom and virtue, whereas Weber’s model is based on external control grounded in
legal rationality and bureaucracy. This reflects a shift from the ethics of virtue toward the rationality
of systems. The results also showed that the contemporary challenge does not lie in choosing between
the two models, but rather in the possibility of integrating them within a complementary framework
that balances values and efficiency. The scientific contribution of this study lies in proposing an
integrative analytical framework that contributes to the development of a hybrid governance model
combining ethical ends with procedural means, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of modern
institutions and their ability to achieve both justice and efficiency simultaneously.
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